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Alfred North Whitehead, a mathematician and scholar once said,
“No one who achieves success does so without the help of others.”
If this is true, and I believe it is, we have a lot of wonderful successes in store for the Junior League of Akron. I have been witness
to many groups of dedicated women working passionately to help
each other – be it the Provisional class developing a fundraiser and
outreach program, the Actives working on ShowHouse, the Tea and
Pearls event, or the Focus Project, or the Sustainers working together to support the Actives endeavors, start an archiving project,
or planning the next Seedlings meeting. Each of these activities will
play an important role in the future of the Junior League of Akron
and in the lives of each of our members.
Our mission is to empower women for positive change in our community, and that positive
change has its roots in the everyday work that is done by Junior League committees each
week. As we work together, as we learn together, as we train together, we form a bond that
goes beyond a simple friendship; it is a bond that will connect us for the rest of our lives. It
is a bond formed from the knowledge of how the greater Akron community was improved
by the power of Junior League women working together towards a common goal. To hear
the residents of Saferstein Towers tell us at the February GMM how critically important
our Focus Project is to their lives was a powerful moment that I know I will never forget.
We have made a lasting impression on the lives of these residents, and their gratitude and
appreciation is very humbling. This is what being a member of the Junior League of Akron is about, and I know of no better way to live one’s life. The legacy that this project
and our work will leave behind is awe-inspiring.
We have so many wonderful and amazing events about to be unveiled in the coming few
months. I want to thank all of our members for the countless hours and dedication that
has been invested to make these events fabulous. The passion that everyone has brought
to their responsibilities has been incredible to witness, and is truly one of the many hallmarks of our organization. Helping others is what we do…we are The Junior League of
Akron.
Warmly,
Janis Worley
President
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Meet the 2008-2009 Provisional Class
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Gina Snyder is originally from
Green and graduated Magna Cum
Laude from the University of Akron. She is an Outbound Sales
Representative for PR Newswire
and has been heavily involved in
entertainment and media. She
received a regional Emmy nomination for an entertainment news
show she produced, hosted and
wrote for ZTV. Gina enjoys singing, dance, and theater.

Leslie Seidel is originally from
Youngstown and graduated
from Kent State University with
a BA in Human Relations/
Family Studies. She currently
operates a home-based child care
center after making a career
change from the banking/
financial services industry. Leslie is married and has a 6 year
old son. She enjoys yoga, scrapbooking and decorating.

Laura Eberhardt lives in Cuyahoga Falls, has a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Kent
State University and is finishing
her masters in accounting this
spring. She currently works for
FirstEnergy Corp as an associate
accountant. Laura has completed
the Summit County Metro Parks
Fall Hiking Spree twice, volunteers for the Humane Society of
Greater Akron, and participates
annually in the American Heart
Association Heart Walk and the
United Way Day of Action.

Jessica Lane graduated from
Swarthmore College and the
University of Wisconsin School
of Law. She currently lives in
Akron and works for the Summit
County Juvenile Court CASA/
GAL Program as a Training Coordinator, as well as Community
Legal Aid Services as a HelpLine
Attorney. Jessica enjoys hiking,
camping, reading, cooking, going
out to eat and spending time
with family and friends.

Kristin Darrow has a degree in
International Business from Saint
Vincent College and currently
works for Sherwin Williams as an
Assistant Manager in their Cuyahoga Falls store. Her family lives
in Akron and she is the oldest of
three daughters. Kristin enjoys
basketball, kickboxing, being a
member of the YMCA, watching
sports, cooking and spending time
with her family.

Emily Ochsenhirt was born and
raised in Akron and her mother
was also a member of JLA.
Emily graduated from Ohio
University and currently works
in the marketing department at
FirstEnergy Corp, handling all
of the events planning for its
subsidiary FirstEnergy Solutions.

We’d like to extend a very warm welcome to all of these women!!!

JLA BOOK CLUB
The JLA Bookclub will be having its final meeting for the JLA Year on Thursday, May 28th at 7:00 at the Panera in the
Target Plaza. We will be discussing "On Gold Mountain" by Lisa See. This is the true story of Lisa See's Chinese-American
family from the 1800s forward. All members are welcome to come! We will also be discussing the future of the JLA Bookclub, such as when we want to resume meetings and what books we might want to read. If anyone has any questions or
comments about the JLA Bookclub, please contact Ann Wehener at (330) 620-3631 or awehener@yahoo.com.
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SHOWHOUSE DESIGNERS
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The Junior League of Akron is excited to announce the participating Interior Designers for Designer ShowHouse 2009.
Participating Designers include:
John C. Antro Interiors: John C. Antro
Astin/Muckensturm Interiors: Jon-Michael Astin, Rita Muckensturm, Michelle Bortolotto
Pamela Bayer Interiors: Pamela Bayer
Brechbuhler Interior Designs, Ltd.: Robin Brechbuhler
Cabinet-S-Top: Bre Zapytowski
Chez-Del Home Furnishings & Interior Design: Vince DelMedico, Tim DelMedico, Cindy Mihalic, Anne Gorey
Cottage Draperies and Interiors: Anna Mavrakis
DaVinci Floors & Granite: Sue Brys
Distinctions: Marsha Dellagnese, Diane Parker, Bonita Eberhart, Laurie Kerr
Edenscape: Brian Kenny
The Final Coat Inc.: Ted Wetzel
Garth Andrew’s Associates: Jeff Andrew, Gillian Andrew-Stupar, Heidi Crutchley
Impact Landscaping & Irrigation: Joe Chiera
Interior Design Studio: Amy Douglass, Katie Heinz
Jones Group/BIE: Eric Jones, Emily Booth, Francie Mishler
Frankie Kaye Painting and Decorative Art Services: Frankie Kaye,
Kitchen Design Group: Deanna Carleton, Barbara Dillick, Bob Kieft, Jim Niggemeyer
La Maison Accessories & Interior Design: Laura Buehner, Jennifer Miner
R. Martin Painting & Faux: Randy Martin
Jennifer McCool Interior Design: Jennifer McCool
Origin Artisans: Brooke Kelly
Patois by Stebner: Bruce Stebner
Project Evergreen: Jacquie Mazziotta
Russell Interior Design: Linda S. Russell
Soraya: Soraya Tabet, Erin Baker-Clark
Stauffer’s Home Furnishings: Lynn Best
Studio W Interior Design Group: Joel Wolfgang
Suncrest Gardens: Cathy Serafin
Dan West Interior Design: Dan West
Cynthia Whitford Interiors: Cynthia Whitford
Williams Hardwood Flooring: Jim Leslie
Yellow Creek Trading Company: Lynne Dowling, Libby Upton
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DIAD News
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We are nearing the end of a terrific year of volunteer participation in community service projects in Akron. Thank you for
all of the time you have devoted to worthy causes this year!
With the ShowHouse coming up, there are only a few scheduled volunteer opportunities remaining. Please remember that
you can always volunteer through self-directed projects for up to two hours of credit. Also remember that actives must
fulfill a requirement of ten DIAD hours during the 2008-2009 JLA year. A minimum of six DIAD hours are required to be
completed through the Focus Project activities.
We still encourage you all to please remember to wear your lanyards when volunteering in the future for greater visibility
in the Akron community.
Below are the DIAD opportunities for the rest of the League year. These opportunities are open to all members - Active,
Sustaining, and Provisional. Please consider volunteering for these fun and worthy causes! If you would like to participate in one of them please contact Emily O’Brien at 330-836-2982 or emily@ranches.org.

APRIL 2009
4-23 Keep Akron Beautiful Seedlings Delivery 9am-12pm. 850 E Market St.
4-25 Rebuilding Together Day Self-Directed DIAD. Contact: Paul Holm at 330-773-4100 or www.rebuildingtogethersc.org.

Self-Directed DIAD’s (2 hour credit max)
Rebuilding Together, April 25th (Saturday)
Rebuilding Together of Summit County is holding its Annual Rebuilding Day on Saturday April 25, 2009. Year-Round
Opportunities. Contact: Paul Holm at 330-773-4100 or www.rebuildingtogether-sc.org.

Keep Akron Beautiful Beautification Watch Awards - July; Contact: Paula P. Davis 330-375-2116 davispa@keepakronbeautiful@ci.akron.oh.us

National Invention Hall of Fame / Invent Now Kids; Year-Round Shifts Mon - Fri 8 to 4:30.; Contact: Teresa VanLieu 330849-6899 or tvlieu@invent.org

Project Learn; Year-Round Opportunities. Contact: Marquita Mitchell 330-434-9461 or info@projectlearn.org

Pregnancy Care ; Year-Round Opportunities. Contact Shannon Wolf (330)253-4071 or pregnancycare@sbcglobal.net

Habitat for Humanity; Shifts Tues-Sat, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. ; Call (330)785-2700 for more information, or visit www.hfhsummitcounty.org

Donation Opportunities (1 hour credit max)
APRIL—FP: Books for Families. Collected at April GMM.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
The Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 19th, 2009 at Portage Country Club. The meeting will begin with a dinner served at 6pm, followed by the meeting at 7pm. Invitations will be mailed to each member. Please consider joining us
at this important meeting – we will be recognizing the President’s Award winner, the President’s Sustainer Inspiration
Award winner, and more. We need all rsvp’s (for either the dinner or the meeting) by May 12th in order to accurately prepare. Contact the League office at 330-836-4905 or check the website for more information (www.juniorleagueakron.org).
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SHOWHOUSE INFORMATION!!
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All proceeds from Designer ShowHouse 2009 will benefit the Junior League of Akron and support the League’s programs
in “Strengthening Families for a Better Tomorrow.” The current program, the Adopt-a-High-Rise Project in coordination
with Mobile Meals, provides for hot meal delivery, socialization and programming opportunities at a local AMHA housing
tower. The League’s trained volunteers bring much-needed food and friendship to these largely frail, homebound, lowincome seniors, providing vital services not otherwise available to this vulnerable population. The financial success of
ShowHouse 2009 will enable the Junior League of Akron to meet its goal of expanding this important program to other
AMHA locations by training partner organizations.

The M.A. Knight Manor at 711 North Portage Path will be open for tours from May 9, 2009 through May 24, 2009. Designer ShowHouse 2009 will be closed on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, and open from 10:00am to 7:00pm on
Thursdays, 10:00am to 4:00pm on Fridays and Saturdays, and from 12:00pm to 5:00pm on Sundays. Thursday nights are
Designer Nights! Come meet the Designers in person from 5 to 7pm.
Tickets are $15.00 at the door; and can also be purchased in advance at all Acme Fresh Market locations or on the Junior
League website (www.juniorleagueakron.org). Discount tickets are available at $13.00 each for groups of 10 or more. Contact the League office at 330.836.4905 for more information.

SHOWHOUSE PREVIEW GALA
Will we be seeing you at the ShowHouse Preview Gala? Enjoy cocktails, dinner, house tours, boutique sales

Friday, May 1, 2009; 6:30pm – 10:30pm
M.A. Knight Manor
711 North Portage Path, Akron

Tickets are $150 per person; $250 per person Patron Level

Parking and shuttle service from Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens
Black tie optional

RSVP by April 24, 2009
Make checks payable to the Junior League of Akron, or purchase by credit card on our website at
www.juniorleagueakron.org

The ShowHouse Staffing committee would like to thank everyone for the great response for staffing the Showhouse!! We
are filling up the Showhouse Shifts quickly. However, we are still in great need of volunteers for the Pre and Post shifts
(shifts in April and early May, as well as the weeks following ShowHouse in late May and early June). Please take a look at
your schedules to see if you can help fill any of these shifts. It's a great way to get some work done or just watch the designers at work. Please email Julie.a.babbin@medtronic.com to sign up!!!
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BREAKFAST WITH THE BUNNY!!
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The Focus Project had a great turnout for Breakfast with the Bunny on Saturday, April 4th. Residents had a wonderful breakfast, planted flowers, did crafts,
played a candy-counting game, and of course, took pictures with the Bunny! At
the end of the event we all went outside on a sunny but chilly day and held an
Easter Egg Hunt. Residents young and old enjoyed looking for the brightly
colored eggs! Kudos to Jennie Highfield (A) and the rest of the Focus Project
committee for a well-organized event! The pictures show how much fun everyone had!!

CODE DAY
CODE (Connect Ohio Develop & Educate) Day was held on Saturday, March 14th at the beautiful Shoreby Club on Lake Erie
in Cleveland, hosted by the Junior League of Cleveland. Four members of the Akron league attended the all-day session, and
had a great opportunity to meet with League members from around Ohio.
The morning speaker was Mr. Jeffrey Vengrow from the Center for Nonprofit Excellence in Akron. He spoke about nonprofit
resource development, and the function and composition of a good nonprofit Board. The afternoon session was hosted by Ms.
Mary Wachtel from the Voices for Ohio’s Children, an advocacy group focused on public policy changes affecting the health,
safety, education, family stability, and child care of Ohio children and families. She spoke at length about the importance of
advocacy and how to do it effectively. Ms. Wachtel was also a former AJLI employee, so she brought some very interesting
perspectives to her presentation.
As a result of this advocacy presentation, the Ohio Leagues all agreed to add an advocacy chair position to their placements
for next year, similar to the SPAC position from years ago. The Ohio Presidents will meet on this topic at annual conference
in April, but it is expected that these chairs would perhaps meet as a group in the fall in Columbus to put a plan into place for
their role. Initially the advocacy plan would center around childhood obesity, to tie into the Kids in the Kitchen initiative
from AJLI. We will continue to keep you informed as we develop this process further!

Junior League members who attended CODE Day

Junior League Presidents of Ohio - left to right - Akron,
Columbus, Canton, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Toledo
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TEA AND TOURS, SUNDAY MAY 3, 2009

Page 7

The Membership Training Committee cordially invites you to attend “Tea and Tours”. Invite your family and friends, put
on your best pearls and wear a big hat! This is one party you do not want to miss! The afternoon tea will take place on the
grounds of the 2009 Junior League ShowHouse at the M.A. Knight Manor. Valet Service will be available. The Tea Party
will take place from 12:30 to 1:30 pm and will be followed by a tour of the ShowHouse guided by the Tea Hostesses.
Our event festivities include a complimentary pair of white gloves for each guest, Hat Contest, Tea Chat, Table Hostess
Contest, Raffle, and tour of the ShowHouse.
The following Junior League members are going to be Tea Hostesses: Jennifer Towell, Alexandra Vukoder, Shenan May, Kim Haic, Janis Worley,
Harriet Chapman, Terri Nass Reeder, Ann Wehener, Katie Keener, Jillian
Pelland, Jeana Singleton, and Stacey Buckshaw. The Tea Hostesses will
be decorating their own table with fine china, flowers, and flair!
Limited seating is available, so please R.S. V.P. by April 24, 2009. For
seating at a specific Tea Hostess’s table or with other guests, please note
those guests with your reservation.
For information on ticket prices and how to purchase tickets, please visit
the Junior League website: www.juniorleagueakron.org.

PROVISIONAL CLASS FUNDRAISER A HUGE SUCCESS!!!
The Junior League of Akron Provisional Class of 2009 hosted a fundraiser March 25th at AMF
Riveria Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio. Over 100 adults and children turned out to bowl, bid on raffle
items, eat and socialize. Proceeds will be used for an awareness campaign designed by the Provisional class that will benefit the Battered Women’s Shelter of Summit & Medina Counties. Thank you to all who supported this event!

SUSTAINER LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE
Many Leagues across the country have active Sustainer groups with established leadership. These groups organize social
and/or community-service opportunities for their members. We would like to explore this prospect for the Junior League
of Akron and need your help. If you would be willing to sit on a Task Force to determine how this would work best for our
organization please contact the League office at 330.836.4905.

HELP US TO RECYCLE
The Junior League of Akron has decided to take a step to help the environment through paper recycling. Five blue or gray
recycling bins (they look like the City of Akron garbage bins with wheels) are now located in the side parking lot near Highland PR. You can stop by anytime to deposit newspaper, magazines, junk mail or office paper in these bins. No cardboard
or plastic please!
Each time we have these bins emptied, the Junior League is paid a fee based on the weight recycled. So help US while
helping the ENVIRONMENT!
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ARCHIVES UPDATE
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Earlier this year a group of concerned Sustainers came forward to discuss the state of our League archives. Our “storage”
system has been in disarray for years, and the valuable materials in our possession have simply not been treated or maintained well. After speaking with several historical document experts in the community, a decision was reached to review
our archives and transfer the bulk of it to the Special Collections department of the Akron-Summit County Public Library.
The Library has been focusing on the development of their Local History collection, and our archives will be a fabulous fit.
In addition, when our archives are transferred, the Library will go through each piece protecting them with acid-free storage materials, as well as developing a complete and detailed log of what is included. At that point our archives will be in a
protected storage environment, while still being searchable and accessible to the public.
We now need to form a committee to work on labeling and identifying photos and other materials in the Junior League
archives before they are transferred. We are looking for members from all generations, as we have quite a variety of unmarked photos. If you are curious about this project and would like to donate a few hours this summer or fall, please contact Janis Worley (330-650-5009), Sandra Smith (330-836-5294) or Suzie Rogers (330-836-3341). If you still have a box or
two of “Junior League History” in your attic or basement, now is the time to donate it back to the League! Contact the
League house (330-836-4905) to arrange its return.

JLA LOGO MERCHANDISE
Have you ever wished you had a JLA-logo golf shirt, tote bag, or coffee mug? Well now you can! The Junior League of
Akron has partnered with an online merchandiser to produce embroidered-logo items, with a choice of two logo styles.
The best part is that a percentage of every purchase goes back to the JLA! Go to our website
(www.juniorleagueakron.org) and click on "Fundraising", then "Junior League of Akron Sportswear", then shop ‘till you
drop! All orders will be delivered directly to your home.
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SPRING HAS SPRUNG FOR SEEDLINGS
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Spring is finally here! As members of Seedlings, we consider this close to Nirvana.
On a snowy February day we met at the Akrona Gallery on West Market (old Ayres library) to see slides
of a Richfield garden created by a Master Gardener over the past twenty years. We were all amazed and in
awe of her family's efforts because it was absolutely beautiful. The owners of the Akrona made room for us
in the main gallery and it was so much fun to go through--something for everyone.
In March we went to the Mingo Pavilion off Sand Run Rd. to listen to Denise Ellsworth from the Beacon
talk on Phenology. We learned that there are connections in nature that occur in the same sequence but not necessarily at
the same time each year. When certain flowers, shrubs and trees bloom, certain insect pests start to immerge. By noticing
these blooms, we can get a head start on eliminating pests. Denise was a wonderful speaker, very informative and entertaining.
In April we are traveling to Hoffman's Garden Center in Green to learn about water gardens large and small. Because of
the ShowHouse, we are going to pass on our annual May field trip. We are saving our time for involvement in ShowHouse
to make it absolutely fantastic. June is the month of our flower show. You either love it or hate it but we all learn from it.
If you would like to join us at any meeting please contact me (Seedlings President Cathy Nasca, 330-864-5043) or another member. We welcome guests and we all have a good time and a delicious lunch.

BABIES!!!!!
Kelly and Brad Mendelson adopted daughter Adelaide Muriel
from China. Born Sept
14, 2007 in China, Kelley and Brad picked
Addie up on May 26th,
2008 to bring her home
to meet big sister
Eloise.

Corbin Quoc Hilker—Born
12.09.07 in CaMau, Vietnam.
Welcomed home 08.30.08
Big sister is Isabella Dora
Hilker, age 3, originally from
Canilla, Guatemala.
Proud Parents: NiCole
Swearingen-Hilker and
Christopher Hilker

Niklas Alexander
Reeder or "Nikky"
Born April 07, 2006 in
Tver, Russia
Pround Parents: Terri
Nass Reeder and Brian
Reeder
Born in their heart
June 17, 2008
Michael Ignatius Ruwadi was born Sunday April 5 at
4:02pm. He is 22 & 1/2 inches long and weighs in at
a whopping 8 lbs 11 ounces!! Mom Tiffany says “He
is wonderful...Brian and I are completely in love!!!”
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women for positive changes in the
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Deaths, Status Changes, New Members, Resignations
Deaths:
Antoinette Loving 2/24/2009
Jean Godard 2/17/2009

Do you have information to share? A
birth? A death? An adoption? A
promotion? Please let us know! Send
your information to the League office
or submit it to
jlaloudspeaker@hotmail.com.

Mary Prinz 3/14/2009

Change in Status:

Brennan, Manna & Diamond

Jean Mercer Sustainer to SE

The Akron law firm announced the
following attorneys were selected
as Ohio Rising Stars by Law and
Politics magazine, Northern Ohio
Live magazine and Cincinnati
Magazine. Ohio Rising Stars are …
Jeana M. Singleton (A).

Elizabeth Sandwick Sustainer to SE
Charlotte Staiger Sustainer to SE
Betty Dalton Sustainer to SE

New Member:
Melissa (Missy) McGinness transferred to Akron from Boston, MA

Are you on Facebook?

Resignations:

If you are a member of Facebook,
please consider joining the Junior
League of Akron group! We would
love to have you!

Kathryn Welsh- Sustainer
Cherie Kalal- Sustainer

