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The 2015 - 2016 year is off to a great start! The Strategic Board and
Management Council were hard at work this summer, kicking things off with
our Board Retreat so we could plan out the League year. Membership has
already held two very successful New Member recruitment events.
Community Outreach has held one event at the Boys and Girls Club that was
a huge hit with the kids. They also organized a Community Impact Training
where we learned about the great impact we are making in Akron. We also
had our first Blessings in a Backpack packing night. There have been
several DIAD opportunities and a calendar full of future ones.
Communications has been working hard to get our name out in the
Community by sending out press releases for various events and using
Social Media to show how much JLA is doing. Fund Development is busy
helping out the Early Bird Bustle and will soon be switching gears to get
ready for ShowHouse 2016. Finally, our wonderful Fundraiser Chairs for
both of our events this year have been going full force to ensure our events
are successful!
As we head into our 90th year serving Akron I want to remind you about the
challenge I set forth last year which was to Serve, Connect and Grow. This
year as we start to celebrate, there are more opportunities than ever to do
these three things. When you Serve think beyond that you are just stuffing a
bag full of food. Think about the happiness and nourishment that bag you
filled will bring a child on the weekend. Connect – we have so many
incredible members in our League. Make it a point to get to know someone
new at a GMM or DIAD. Attend our socials so you can get to know members
in a more relaxed atmosphere. Grow by trying something different. Serve on
a committee you know nothing about, you may surprise yourself how much
you enjoy it. Nominate yourself for a Board or Council position for next year.
We have so many new members in leadership positions, which is incredible.
The sky is truly the limit for you here so I encourage you to reach for it!
I am looking forward to another incredible year with all of you. Thank you for
all that you do not only for our organization but for each other and for our
community. You truly inspire me and I am so proud to be a part of the Junior
League of Akron.
Warmly,

YOU CAN
CONTRIBUTE
If you’d like to contribute to the JLA’s
LOUDSPEAKER, please forward your
story in a Word document or email to
loudspeaker@juniorleagueakron.org.
It will be published three times per year.

Cindy

MORE ON
THE HOUSE
Located in Fairlawn Heights,
one
of
Akron's
finest
neighborhoods, The Cornus Hill
Mansion packs a rich history
and decadent design. The
house is the original Russell
Firestone estate and was built in
1935. It features over 10,000
square feet of delicate, yet
powerful architecture and sits on
the second highest point in
Summit County, providing views
of downtown Akron on clear
nights.
The residence was clearly built
for entertaining. It has over thirty
spacious
rooms,
including
seven bedrooms, four and a half
bathrooms, and a finished third
floor. Unique features of the
home include a prep kitchen, a
serving kitchen, a library, and a
charming breakfast patio. The
landscape of the home includes
a spectacular brick courtyard
with
expansive
grounds.
Although the original detail is
exquisite, the house has not
been redecorated in decades,
presenting
the
perfect
opportunity for a stunning
transition into a Designer
ShowHouse.
Be on the lookout in the coming
months as we announce more
details about the house's design
and transformation, as well as
information
about
beloved
events such as the ShowHouse
Opening Night Gala and Tea
Party.

2 | Junior League of Akron Loudspeaker

CORNUS HILL MANSION
ANNOUNCED AS LOCATION
FOR AKRON’S 2016 DESIGNER
SHOWHOUSE

Preparations are Underway and You’re
Invited to Get Involved Now!
The Junior League of Akron is pleased to announce that the Cornus Hill
mansion, located at 2544 Chamberlain Road in Akron, will be the sight of the
2016 Designer ShowHouse. The event is scheduled to take place from
Friday, April 29, 2016, through Sunday, May 22, 2016.
Active and Sustaining members alike have the opportunity to get involved
throughout the next several months for the preparation and planning of the
event. The ShowHouse Steering Committee, led by co-chairs Emily
Fernandez, Jacqui Ricchiuti, and Melissa Adams, is hard at work connecting
with designers, vendors, and sponsors to make this spring's ShowHouse the
best one yet. If you are interested in helping in any of these areas, or with
volunteering at any of the ShowHouse events or weekends, please let us
know! For more information, contact Susan at (330)-836-4905, or by email at
info@juniorleagueakron.org. We are so excited to kick off our preparations to
make the 2016 Designer ShowHouse a smashing success!

JLA Brought Touch a
Truck to Boys and
Girls Club
The Junior League of Akron, in partnership with
the Boys and Girls Club, hosted their first Touch a Truck
event for club members and their families with funds raised from the Early Bird
Bustle. The event was held on Monday, April 6 from 2 - 6 PM at the LeBron James
Clubhouse, located at 825 Fuller Street in Akron. The children and families had the opportunity to have
hands on experience with dozens of vehicles during a fun, family-centered event.
Touch a Truck is an interactive event for children and the young at heart. Touch a Truck allows kids to
climb on, learn about, and discover their favorite big vehicles including a fire truck, several First Energy
trucks, and a limousine. The Akron Mounted Police also brought two horses, giving the families an
opportunity to be around and learn about horses.
James Warner of the Boys and Girls Club described the event as one of the best and said "most
members agreed it was the coolest event we have had here all year, and we have had TONS of really
cool big things here in 2015."
The event also featured an appearance by the Akron Rubberducks mascot Webster, an interactive
lesson on how honey is made by Brent Wesley of the Akron Honey Company, face painting by Party
People, and a dance lesson from dance instructor Katie Sole. Club members were also given the
chance to play video games in a mobile gaming truck and jump to their heart's content in a bouncy
house.
The Junior League of Akron would like to thank the following participants: Akron Mounted Police, Akron
Fire Department, GASP, Party People, Akron Rubberducks, FirstEnergy, Thomas Limousine Company,
Akron Honey Company, Ohio Mobile Gaming, and Katie Sole.
Cindy Retterer, Junior League of Akron president, said, "The Junior League of Akron's first Touch a
Truck was a great way to kick off Spring Break Week at the Boys and Girls Club. The kids had so much
fun getting up close to these trucks and finding out how they work by sitting inside them. A great time
was had by all!"
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2015 Rookie of the Year
Award - Selena Myers

ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Active members and sustainers gathered together on May 19th at the
Portage Country Club to celebrate the accomplishments of the League over
the past year. Attendees reconnected with old friends, enjoyed a delicious
dinner, and listened intently to the wonderful words from this year's Keynote
Speaker, Past-President Ann Brennan. Among the evening's most exciting
moments were during the presentation of the four awards, recognizing some
of JLA's best and brightest!

2015 Sustainer Inspiration Award - Mary Ann Jackson
Presented to a member who embodies the mission of the Junior League to
empower women for positive change in the community, Mary Ann was
selected for the Sustainer Inspiration Award for her dedication to Akron. Mary
Ann joined the League in May, 1973 and served in a variety of roles and
leadership positions. She is active in many Akron nonprofits and served as
the first director of First Night Akron.

The Rookie of the year award
recognizes a League member in
her first active year who has
demonstrated
not
only
outstanding commitment to the
Junior
League
and
the
community, but also has also
shown an immediate willingness
to take on responsibilities and
take leadership in her service to
both. Selena has been an
inspiration to the entire active
membership of the league, as
she has dedicated herself to
service within the League, all
while working as the coordinator
of the Barberton Satellite Center
for Stark State College and
pursuing her Ph.D.

2015
Unsung
Hero
Award - Laura Mollenshot

2015 President's Award - Jacquie Tinnemeyer
The President's Award is given to a member who demonstrates leadership
and commitment to both the League and the community. Jacquie joined the
league in 2009, and has served as chair of fundraising and events, as well as
on the Nominating and Placement Committee.
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The Unsung Hero award is
presented to a member who
often goes above and beyond in
her service to the League, often
in a capacity that may go
unnoticed to most members.
Laura was recognized for her
service as league treasurer, and
has also served on the
Community Outreach Council
since joining the league in 2008.

Save the Date: JLA’s 3rd Annual
Early Bird Bustle
Mark your calendars now for the 3rd Annual Early Bird Bustle 5K and 1-mile
Fun Run / Walk! The event will be held on Sunday, November 1, 2015 at Old
Trail School, located in the midst of the beautiful Cuyahoga Valley National
Park. Following the run and walk, there will be a free Family Activities Fair
featuring community vendors, exercise stations, hands-on learning, face
painting, crafts and more. Non-perishable food items will also be collected
during the event for the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank. What better way
to balance October's Halloween candy and November's Thanksgiving
comfort than a morning in fall's crisp air, movin' and groovin' with your JLA
friends?!
Our new fall tradition is an uplifting community event that will enable the
Junior League of Akron to continue to make a positive impact in our
community through outreach efforts, through our focus project Kids in the
Kitchen. After attracting nearly 200 participants in 2014, JLA expects even
more this year to make the event a smashing success
If you or someone you know is interested in sponsoring this year's run,
please contact Susan at 330-836-4905 or info@juniorleagueakron.org. To
register, visit https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/Akron/EarlyBirdBustle. 5K
ticket prices are $20 per person with pre-registration ($20 Pre-Registration
deadline by mail is October 24, 2015). Group/Family rate is $70 (Limit 4)
valid with preregistration only
and $25 per
person day of
registration. 1 Mile
Fun Run/Walk Kids
12 & Under ticket
prices are $7.

JLA
Hosts
CODE Day 2015
On Saturday, October 10th, the
Junior League of Akron proudly
hosted members of Leagues from
around the Ohio for the 2015 CODE
("Connect Ohio Develop and
Educate") Day. Ohio is unique in
that we have 8 Junior Leagues in
our state and we are close enough
in proximity that we are able to all
meet together. Thirty-five League
members including nine from JLA,
attended the day-long training
covering various topics pertinent to
what we do in the League.
Each League had a representative
8 slides In 8 minutes highlighting
what they felt their Leagues were
doing particularly well, including
membership
recruitment,
newmember engagement, community
impact, using community partners,
marketing and communications,
fund development, and strategic
planning.
The day was highlighted by
moderator and keynote speaker,
JuWon Choi, Director of Learning at
the Association of Junior Leagues
International (AJLI). Dr. Choi
presented
a
discussion
on
Purposeful Member Engagement,
describing strong Leagues with
satisfied members. Dr. Choi also
presented a New Member Model
that has been developed by AJLI
and will be introduced in the pilot
phase at certain Leagues around
the country in November.
It was very interesting to see the
direction we are heading and there
was a lot of great conversation
about it. It was a day packed full of
training and making new friends
across our state. We were so
happy to share our city with the
other
Leagues
of
Ohio!

JLA members with JuWon Choi at CODE Day
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BE
SOCIAL!
JLA
is
on
FACEBOOK,
TWITTER,
and
INSTAGRAM
There's lots of JLA fun to keep up with between issues of the Loudspeaker!
Follow Junior League of Akron on the following social media outlets:
"Like" us on Facebook - Junior League of Akron

Follow us on Twitter - @JrLeagueAkron

Follow us on Instagram - @juniorleagueakron
This summer JLA began a new feature, "Meet Our Members Monday!" Below
is our first batch of inspiring, caring, accomplished, and fun women
highlighted throughout the summer. For more member and JLA updates be
sure to hop online!

Kimberly Young

-

our President Elect! Kim joined
the league in 2010 and has held
the
positions
of
VP
of
Community
Outreach
and
Publications Chair. Kim lives in
Akron and is a High Risk Team
Leader for FirstMerit Bank.
What's Kim's favorite part of the
league?
"The
relationships
made in the league. We all
come from diverse backgrounds
and come together to serve one
mission. I also love that the
organization
promotes
empowerment of women." In
her spare time, Kim enjoys
listening to podcasts, shopping,
and watching Netflix - especially
old-school detective shows like
Columbo and Murder She
Wrote. She's seen every
episode at least 10 times!

We Love Our Members
Everyday! .
Cindy Retterer - our current President! Cindy resides In Hudson,
Ohio, and is a stay at home mother to her 12-year-old son and 6-year-old
daughter. Cindy joined the League in the fall of 1995 in Chicago. Cindy has
served in a variety of roles including VP of Membership, VP of Community
Outreach, President Elect, and various other committees. Cindy's favorite
part of being a League member? "I love learning about the history we have
had in our community. When you look back over the span of almost 90 years,
JLA has done so much for Akron and it is inspiring to be a part of this
organization. Having moved quite a few times, the League has always given
me a starting point and an instant network of people to connect with." Cindy
can typically be found in a Pure Barre
class (she's obsessed!), or spending time
with her kids and husband, Peter.
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Jacqui Ricchiuti

-

one of our three 2016
ShowHouse Chairs. Jacqui
resides in Akron, Ohio and is
the CEO of Keep Akron
Beautiful. Jacqui joined the
league in 2012. In addition to
serving on numerous councils,
Jacquie
has
acted
as
ShowHouse PR chair, Early Bird
Bustle fundraiser co-chair, and
VP of Communications. What
does Jacqui love about being a

league member? "Meeting such wonderful
women! We work hard for so many amazing
causes that it's great when we can get together
and just enjoy each other's company." You can
also call her Chef Ricchiuti - Jacqui's hobbies
include learning how to cook Italian food
(especially homemade pane - that's "bread" in
Italian - from her husband's Nonna) and making
wine! Cheers!

Jessica
Duncan - one of
our Early Bird Bustle co-chairs! Jess is in her 3rd
active year with the League and has previously
served on the Fund Development, Community
Outreach, and Membership councils. Her favorite
part of the League? "The training and interaction
within the League. I have learned so many skills
that have contributed to my personal and
professional growth." In her spare time, Jess likes
to stay active, read and travel!

Emily Fernandez - out VP of Membership and one of our 2016
ShowHouse co-chairs! Emily resides in Akron and is a Strategic Account
Manager at FirstEnergy Solutions, where she works with local government
and elected officials throughout Ohio and Illinois. Emily joined the League In
2009 and has served on both Community Outreach and Fund Development
committees. What does Emily love about the League? "My mom was In the
League and it's really cool to share that with her. Actually, my main memory
of the League when I was little was a smelly tree at one of the ShowHouses sustainers will know exactly what tree and ShowHouse I'm talking about! I
love the women I have met and have learned so much about Akron, a city I
have lived in my entire life." Emily's claim to
fame: She went to high school with LeBron
James! She also has very exciting news:
Emily is expecting twins at the end of the
year!

Julie Miller - our VP of Community
Outreach! Julie teaches English to Juniors
and Seniors at Maple Heights High School.
She joined the League in 2009 and has
served as an Early Bird Bustle co-chair, on
the ShowHouse treasury committee, and
Fund Development council member. Julie's
favorite part of the League? "The women in
the League! It has been a blessing and an honor to work closely with such

amazing
women who
initiate and
accomplish
positive
change in
the Akron
area.
It's
even better
that these
women are
also
my
friends!"
Outside of the League, Julie
stays busy as the Ohio Alumnae
Recognition Chair and National
New
Member
Education
Specialist Coordinator for Delta
Zeta Sorority. She also loves to
read with her book club girls,
cross-stitch,
practice
yoga,
cook, garden, and spend time
with friends and family.

Denise Bracken

-

our VP of Nominating and
Placement and co-chair of the
2016 ShowHouse Designer
Committee.
Denise lives in
Fairlawn and works as a
Strategic Staff Analyst at
FirstEnergy Corporation. Denise
joined the League in 2010 and
has been involved in several
roles, including VP of Fund
Development,
Community
Outreach council, Nominating
and
Placement
council,
Fundraising committee and
Fundraising chair for the 2013
ShowHouse. Her favorite part of
the League? "My other League
ladies! I know everyone says
this, but the enthusiasm and
excitement that we all have for
bettering our community is what
makes this organization so
unique. It is inspiring to see how
each of our abilities contribute to
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successfully completing projects. In her free time, Denise enjoys playing with
her children, 3-year-old Maddie, and 2-year-old Miles, (and Victor, her 6year-old Westie), and her husband Ken. Denise also loves to stay active and
has run 3 half-marathons. She is currently
working toward her first marathon - the
Akron Marathon in September!

Melissa Adams

- one of our

2016 ShowHouse co-chairs! Melissa
currently works for The Smithers Group
as a Senior Marketing Communications
Specialist. Melissa joined the League in
Akron in 2009, but also has been a
member of the Junior League of
Washington DC. "When I moved to DC, I didn't know a single person, so
transferring to the Washington League made it
feel like I had brought a little piece of home with
me, and made the whole transition a lot easier.
Plus, it didn't hurt that the League house was
right next to Sprinkles Cupcakes" After 3 years in
the District, Melissa moved back to Akron and it
felt like she had never left! In her time in both
Leagues, Melissa has served on the
Membership, Fundraising, and Recruitment
councils, and was Communications chair. "Being
in the League has taught me about how much I
love giving back to the community where I work,
live and play! I get to work with some pretty
amazing women who all share the same passion
for volunteering and giving back that I do!"

Erin Thompson

- our current

Treasurer. Erin joined the league in 2014 and
has previously served on the membership
council. Erin resides in Akron/ Fairlawn and
works for FirstEnergy in Strategic Long-Term
Planning and Financial Forecasting. Erin's
favorite part of the League? “Being a part of an
awesome group of women who are giving back
to the community that I grew up in and seeing
the positive impact we are making.” In her free
time Erin likes to hang out with family and stay active. She also LOVES to
travel - especially taking trips with her college girlfriends!
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Membership
Report
Sustainer to Sustainer Emerita:
Barbara Mell and Ruth Lewis
Active to Sustainer:
Tanya Inama and Teri Incorvia
Provisional to Active:
Brenna Fasko, Bridget Braham,
Emily Brady, Emily Murray, Emily
Principato, Erin Thompson, Jennifer
Marks, Katie Sole, Katy Miller,
Laura Sinclair, Rachel Geier,
Renee Wagner, Sarah Bloomhuff,
and Valerie Okonieski
New Provisional:
Alyssa Sheeks, Chandra Bramlett,
Dunja Augustin, Emily Koenig, Erin
Engler, Erin Scheiner, Helen
Dauka, Jenn Seloover, Kara
Blunier, Lashawrida Fellows, and
Melanie O'Neil
Transfers:
Brittany Butler (Active from Johnson
City, TN) and Emily Lopick (Active
from Cleveland, OH)
Welcome Back to the League:
Linda MacDonald (Sustainer) and
Tatiana Albrecht Harris (Sustainer)
Resignations:
Barbara Moore, Becky Shookman,
Deborah
Ann
Venesy,
Joan
Hammett, Linda Weitzel, Margaret
Brafchak
Sharon Shriber
JLA mourns the passing of the
following members:
Catherine ‘Nan’ Broers – February
25, 2015
Mary Ann Deveny – February 27,
2015

Save the Date: 2015 Holiday Party
The holidays will be upon us before we know it, so save the date for the Junior League of Akron Holiday Party.
Like last year, join active and sustaining members to celebrate the spirit of the season and spread good cheer
among your Junior League friends, old and new!
The party will take place on Thursday, December 3rd from 6 - 9 PM at The Wine Mill (4964 State Road,
Peninsula, OH 44264). Cost is $25 and includes heavy hors d'oeurves. RSVP by November 18 at
www.juniorleagueakron.org, or send payment to 929 West Market Street, Akron, OH 44313.

Blessings in a Backpack
This year the Junior League of Akron has taken on a special service project, Blessings in a
Backpack. Blessings in a Backpack is a national program that focuses on providing food for
the weekends for elementary-school children who might otherwise go hungry. Backpacks
include easy-to-prepare and ready-to-eat foods like granola bars, fruit snacks, oatmeal,
macaroni and cheese, and pudding. The Junior League of Akron will be packing at the
McEbright Learning Center at 349 Cole Avenue once a month. All members, both active
and sustainers, are more than welcome to volunteer! Packing always begins at 6 pm, and
we are usually done by 7:30 pm. Also, please save and bring
plastic grocery bags. We will need them! Please contact
Julie Miller at julie518@neo.rr.com if you have any questions.

VIVI JEWELRY PARTY TO SUPPORT
SHOWHOUSE
Save the date for Thursday, November 12th as the Junior League member, Katy Miller, will be hosting a Vivi
Jewelry party to benefit ShowHouse 2016, with 20% of the total sales supporting the event! The party will take
place from 5 - 7 PM at 750 mL (2287 West Market Street, Akron, OH 44313). Not only will this party support our
upcoming ShowHouse, it will also give members a chance to mix, mingle, and even get a jump start on ordering
holiday presents! We look forward to seeing you there!!
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JUNIOR LEAGUE OF AKRON CALENDAR
November 1, 2015
3rd Annual Early Bird Bustle 5K and 1-mile Fun Run /
Walk!
Old Trail School
8:30 AM

April 29, 2016
Show House Gala

November 12, 2015
Vivi Jewelry Party for ShowHouse
750 mL
5 – 7 PM

May 6 – May 22, 2016
Junior League of Akron Designer ShowHouse

May 1, 2016
Show House Tea

December 3, 2015
JLA Holiday Party
The Wine Mill
6 – 9 PM
RSVP by November 18th

The Junior League of Akron has recently learned of
changes in the bulk mailing process within the City
of Akron. These changes have made the timing of
mail delivery very unpredictable and can significantly
increase mailing time. As a result of this change, the
Junior League of Akron has decided to suspend
mailing physical copies of The Loudspeaker to
active members.
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Active members will receive The Loudspeaker via
email. We will continue to mail copies of The
Loudspeaker to sustaining members, however if you
are a Sustainer and would like to receive an e-copy
of
The
Loudspeaker
only,
please
email
info@juniorleagueakron.org
to
indicate
your
preference for receipt of the newsletter. We
appreciate all members’ understanding with this
matter.

